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Good morning Peter, Jenna,
 
Thank you for taking the time to provide comments on behalf of Elgin County.
 
The Project Team has noted the County’s preferred intersection/interchange alternatives and associated
comments, as well as your preference for the installation of a Highway 3 median barrier. Your feedback
was taken into consideration during the evaluation of alternative design concepts.
 
The County’s recommendations for additional improvements in the Study Area have also been noted by
the Project Team, including signalization of the Wellington Road and McBain Line intersection,
replacement of municipal infrastructure, and adding additional access points on Wellington Road. The
Project Team will consider these recommendations as the study progresses; however, some of these
improvements are beyond the scope of work for this study.
 
In addition, the County’s recommendations to consider widening Wonderland Road, consider the
movement of agricultural equipment, include interchange illumination, install noise barriers, and expand
the traffic study area have been noted by the Project Team. Please note that the widening of Wonderland
Road northward to Highway 401 is beyond the scope of this assignment. Interchange illumination
requirements will be assessed and included by the project team as the study progresses. As part of this
study, noise and traffic assessments are being undertaken, and mitigation measures will be implemented
where required and feasible.
 
The Project Team is also taking the movement of agricultural equipment into consideration while
designing the improvements; however, agricultural equipment will be prohibited from using both Highway
3 and the proposed Talbotville Bypass for safety purposes.
 
Lastly, it is anticipated that the existing transportation network within the Study Area, including roads,
highways, bridges, and associated infrastructure, will remain under the jurisdiction of the parties that
currently own and maintain them. Should this change, members from the Project Team and/or MTO staff
will be in contact with the affected municipalities.
 
We appreciate you taking the time to provide your comments and anticipate further dialogue with the
County of Elgin throughout the course of this project.
 
Regards,
Paula
 
Paula Hohner MScPl, RPP, MCIP
Senior Environmental Planner
 

Direct: 519 675-6666
Mobile: 226 926-6682
Paula.Hohner@stantec.com
 

Stantec
400 – 1305 Riverbend Road
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September 14, 2023 


Kevin Welker, P.Eng. 
Consultant Project Manager 
Stantec Consulting Ltd. 
Tel: (519) 675-6652 


Deanna Pizycki, P.Eng. 
Senior Project Engineer 
Ministry of Transportation, Project Delivery West 
Tel: (519) 859-7492 


via email: comments@highway3elgin.ca 


Re: Highway 3 and 4 Widening and Talbotville Bypass 


Dear Mr. Welker and Ms. Pizycki, 


At its meeting on September 12, 2023 Elgin County Council considered a staff report 
discussing recommended design alternatives and other study considerations for submission 
to the Ministry of Transportation Ontario for the public consultation phase of the Preliminary 
Design, Detailed Design and Class Environmental Study (Class EA) for improvements to 
Highway 3 from Highway 4 to Centennial Avenue within the City of St. Thomas and passed 
the following resolution: 


“Moved by: Deputy Warden Jones 
Seconded by: Councillor Hentz 


RESOLVED THAT the report titled “Environmental Assessment – Highway 3 and 4 
Widening and Talbotville Bypass”, dated July 25, 2023 from the Acting Director of 
Engineering Services be received and filed; and 


THAT the interchange alternative preferences and other study design considerations 
identified in the report and by County Council regarding Wonderland Road at its September 
12, 2023 meeting be forwarded to the Ministry of Transportation’s study design team for 
inclusion in their Transportation Environmental Study Report (TESR). 


Motion Carried.” 


Elgin County Council and staff strongly urge the Ministry of Transportation Ontario (MTO) to 
consider the following comments as part of their Preliminary Design (see next page):
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Supported alternatives and preliminary design comments: 
 


1. Ron McNeil Line / Wonderland Road Interchange – Alternative 3: Parclo A3 (Ford 
Road closed with cul-de-sac). 


2. Wellington Road Interchange – Alternative 2: Parclo A4 (Alignment Shifted to West), 
and design to include signalization of the intersection of Wellington Road and 
McBain Line. 


3. Highway #3 divided highway cross section to consider median protection for driver 
safety. 


4. Transportation design to support the movement of large agricultural equipment. 
5. Noise barriers be installed where shown to be beneficial for adjacent development. 
6. Highway interchange illumination be incorporated. 
7. All existing municipal infrastructure and services (i.e. watermains, drains) be 


replaced and to include casing sleeves to support future maintenance and upgrades. 
8. Replacement of the Secondary Watermain across the proposed ROW. 
9. Expanding the traffic study area to include Clinton Line, Southminister Bourne and 


the new Amazon property developments to accommodate anticipated peak 
demands. 


10. MTO to consider additional access onto Wellington Road within their window of   
jurisdiction to serve existing and proposed developments. 


11. MTO to provide clarification of any intentions that may exist to download existing 
portions of Provincial highways post project implementation. 


12. MTO to provide clarity of any intentions that may exist to acquire / upload existing 
portions of County or municipal infrastructure during construction or on a permanent 
basis post project implementation. 


13. Consideration and evaluation of utilizing Wonderland Road as the preferred new 
Highway #3 corridor to connect to Highway #401. 


 
 
A copy of the staff report is attached. If you require any further information, please contact 
Peter Dutchak, Acting Director of Engineering Services at pdutchak@elgin.ca  
 
Yours truly, 
 
 
 
 
Jenna Fentie  
Manager of Administrative Services/Deputy Clerk  
jfentie@elgin.ca 
 
 
cc Peter Dutchak, Acting Director of Engineering Services 
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REPORT TO COUNTY COUNCIL 
 
FROM:   Peter Dutchak,  
  Acting Director, Engineering Services 
                       
DATE:   September 5, 2023 
 
SUBJECT:  Environmental Assessment – Highway 3  
and 4 Widening and Talbotville Bypass 


 
 
RECOMMENDATIONS:  


 
THAT the report titled “Environmental Assessment – Highway 3 and 4 Widening and 
Talbotville Bypass”, from the Acting Director, Engineering Services dated July 25, 2023 
be received and filed, and; 
 
THAT the interchange alternative preferences and other study design considerations 
identified in this report be forwarded to the Ministry of Transportation’s study design 
team and for inclusion in their Transportation Environmental Study Report (TESR). 
 
INTRODUCTION: 


 
The Ontario Ministry of Transportation (MTO) has retained Stantec Consulting Ltd. to 
complete the Preliminary Design, Detailed Design and Class Environmental Study 
(Class EA) for improvements to Highway 3 from Highway 4 to Centennial Avenue within 
the City of St. Thomas. 
 
This project proposes to implement significant improvements to this highway corridor 
that directly impacts County roads and surrounding communities.  A Study Design 
Report (SDR) has been presented at a Public Information Centre (PIC) on August 17th, 
2023 and is now available for public review and comment until September 15th. 
 
This report discusses the SDR and staff’s remarks regarding the preliminary design 
options for County Council’s consideration and input so that a formal submission can be 
provided to the MTO during the study’s public comment period.  
  
BACKGROUND AND DISCUSSION:  


 
The MTO has initiated a Class EA and SDR to identify a preferred plan that addresses 
current and future transportation needs on Highways 3 and 4.  The identified “Problem” 
and “Opportunities” statement as identified by the MTO is shown below: 
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The study is currently in the preliminary design stage with the goal of identifying a 
preferred plan that best addresses current and future needs.  The purpose of the Public 
Information Centre (PIC) is to gather input from the public, stakeholders and external 
agencies to develop a preferred plan that will be presented at a second PIC (tentatively 
scheduled for fall 2023).  
 
Following the second PIC, a Transportation Environmental Study Report (TESR) will be 
prepared.  The TESR will describe the project, document all input received and provide 
an overview of the alternatives considered during the study.  The TESR will be made 
available for public review for a 30-day period and this is anticipated to be completed in 
the spring of 2024. Following the TESR review period, the detailed design incorporating 
the preferred plan elements will commence. 
 
The complete PIC display package is included with this report and can be accessed 
through the project website at the following link: 
 
https://www.highway3elgin.ca/resources/pres_1308_Hwy3Elgin_PIC1_final.pdf 
 
County staff along with staff from the Township of Southwold and the Municipality of 
Central Elgin have reviewed the design alternatives and have unanimously agreed upon 
the following comments to be presented to the study design team. 
 
Ron McNeil / Wonderland Road Interchange 


• Alternative 3 preferred (image below). 


• Ford Road closure with cul-de-sac to prevent major arterial through traffic. 


• Direct connection to Wonderland Road. 


• Limited property acquisition. 


• Supports future servicing along Ford Road. 
 



https://www.highway3elgin.ca/resources/pres_1308_Hwy3Elgin_PIC1_final.pdf
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Wellington Road / Talbot Line Interchange 


• Alternative 2 preferred (image below). 


• Alignment of Wellington Road shifted to the west to allow existing intersection to 
be maintained with minor detour during construction. 


• Interchange ramp alignment does not encourage use of Water Tower Line. 


• Design must accommodate anticipated traffic signals at Wellington Road and 
McBain Line.  
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Other study design considerations: 


• Highway 3 divided highway cross section to consider median protection for driver 
safety. 


• Transportation design to support movement of large agricultural equipment. 


• Noise barriers be installed where shown to be beneficial for adjacent 
development. 


• Highway interchange illumination be incorporated. 


• All existing municipal infrastructure and services (i.e. watermains, drains) be 
replaced and to include casing sleeves to support future maintenance and 
upgrades. 


• Replacement of the Secondary Watermain across the proposed ROW. 


• Expanding traffic study area to include Clinton Line, Southminister Bourne and 
new Amazon property developments to accommodate anticipated peak 
demands. 


• MTO to consider additional access onto Wellington Road within their window of 
jurisdiction to serve existing and proposed developments. 


• MTO to provide clarification of any intentions that may exist to download existing 
portions of Provincial highways post project implementation. 


• MTO to provide clarity of any intentions that may exist to acquire / upload existing 
portions of County or municipal infrastructure during construction or on a 
permanent basis post project implementation. 
 


 
FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS: 


 
None anticipated. 
 
 
ALIGNMENT WITH STRATEGIC PRIORITIES:  
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Serving Elgin 
 


Growing Elgin Investing in Elgin 


☒ Ensuring alignment of 


current programs and 
services with community 
need. 
 


☐ Exploring different 


ways of addressing 
community need. 
 


☒ Engaging with our 


community and other 
stakeholders. 
 


☒ Planning for and 


facilitating commercial, 
industrial, residential, 
and agricultural growth. 
 


☒ Fostering a healthy 


environment. 
 


☒ Enhancing quality of 


place. 


☐ Ensuring we have the 


necessary tools, 
resources, and 
infrastructure to deliver 
programs and services 
now and in the future. 
 


☒ Delivering mandated 


programs and services 
efficiently and 
effectively. 
 
 


 
Additional Comments: None. 
 
LOCAL MUNICIPAL PARTNER IMPACT: 


 
Dependant upon preferred design solutions, construction staging/scheduling and 
implementation timeline. 
 
COMMUNICATION REQUIREMENTS: 


 
This report will be circulated to the LMPs directly affected by this study. 
 
CONCLUSION: 


 
The Ontario Ministry of Transportation (MTO) is undertaking the Preliminary Design, 
Detailed Design and Class Environmental Study (Class EA) for improvements to 
Highway 3 from Highway 4 to Centennial Avenue within the City of St. Thomas. 
 
This project proposes to implement significant improvements to this highway corridor 
that directly impacts County roads and surrounding communities.  A Study Design 
Report (SDR) has been presented at a Public Information Centre (PIC) on August 17th, 
2023 and is now available for public review and comment until September 15th. 
 
This report discusses recommended design alternatives and other study considerations 
to be presented to the MTO for consideration as part of their public consultation phase 
of the study.  The second PIC is tentatively scheduled for the fall of 2024 and is 
anticipated to showcase the preferred design solutions.   
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Following the second PIC, a Transportation Environmental Study Report (TESR) will be 
prepared and be made available for public review for a 30-day period and anticipated to 
be completed in the spring of 2024. Following the TESR review period, the detailed 
design incorporating the preferred plan elements will commence. 
 
 
 
 
All of which is Respectfully Submitted   Approved for Submission 
 
 
Peter Dutchak     Don Shropshire 
Acting Director, Engineering Services  Chief Administrative Officer/Clerk 
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Dear Mr. Welker and Ms. Pizycki,


Please find attached a letter from Elgin County Council with staff report for submission to the Preliminary Design Re:
Highway 3 and 4 Widening and Talbotville Bypass on behalf of the Manager of Administrative Services, Jenna Fentie.


Thank you,
Stefanie


cc Peter Dutchak, Acting Director of Engineering Services
 


 
Stefanie Heide


 
 
 


Legislative Services Coordinator


(519) 631-1460 x198  


450 Sunset Drive, St. Thomas, ON N5R 5V1                


www.elgincounty.ca
       


 
 


 Caution: This email originated from outside of Stantec. Please take extra precaution.


 Attention: Ce courriel provient de l'extérieur de Stantec. Veuillez prendre des précautions supplémentaires.


 Atención: Este correo electrónico proviene de fuera de Stantec. Por favor, tome precauciones adicionales.
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September 14, 2023 



Kevin Welker, P.Eng. 
Consultant Project Manager 
Stantec Consulting Ltd. 
Tel: (519) 675-6652 



Deanna Pizycki, P.Eng. 
Senior Project Engineer 
Ministry of Transportation, Project Delivery West 
Tel: (519) 859-7492 



via email: comments@highway3elgin.ca 



Re: Highway 3 and 4 Widening and Talbotville Bypass 



Dear Mr. Welker and Ms. Pizycki, 



At its meeting on September 12, 2023 Elgin County Council considered a staff report 
discussing recommended design alternatives and other study considerations for submission 
to the Ministry of Transportation Ontario for the public consultation phase of the Preliminary 
Design, Detailed Design and Class Environmental Study (Class EA) for improvements to 
Highway 3 from Highway 4 to Centennial Avenue within the City of St. Thomas and passed 
the following resolution: 



“Moved by: Deputy Warden Jones 
Seconded by: Councillor Hentz 



RESOLVED THAT the report titled “Environmental Assessment – Highway 3 and 4 
Widening and Talbotville Bypass”, dated July 25, 2023 from the Acting Director of 
Engineering Services be received and filed; and 



THAT the interchange alternative preferences and other study design considerations 
identified in the report and by County Council regarding Wonderland Road at its September 
12, 2023 meeting be forwarded to the Ministry of Transportation’s study design team for 
inclusion in their Transportation Environmental Study Report (TESR). 



Motion Carried.” 



Elgin County Council and staff strongly urge the Ministry of Transportation Ontario (MTO) to 
consider the following comments as part of their Preliminary Design (see next page):
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Supported alternatives and preliminary design comments: 
 



1. Ron McNeil Line / Wonderland Road Interchange – Alternative 3: Parclo A3 (Ford 
Road closed with cul-de-sac). 



2. Wellington Road Interchange – Alternative 2: Parclo A4 (Alignment Shifted to West), 
and design to include signalization of the intersection of Wellington Road and 
McBain Line. 



3. Highway #3 divided highway cross section to consider median protection for driver 
safety. 



4. Transportation design to support the movement of large agricultural equipment. 
5. Noise barriers be installed where shown to be beneficial for adjacent development. 
6. Highway interchange illumination be incorporated. 
7. All existing municipal infrastructure and services (i.e. watermains, drains) be 



replaced and to include casing sleeves to support future maintenance and upgrades. 
8. Replacement of the Secondary Watermain across the proposed ROW. 
9. Expanding the traffic study area to include Clinton Line, Southminister Bourne and 



the new Amazon property developments to accommodate anticipated peak 
demands. 



10. MTO to consider additional access onto Wellington Road within their window of   
jurisdiction to serve existing and proposed developments. 



11. MTO to provide clarification of any intentions that may exist to download existing 
portions of Provincial highways post project implementation. 



12. MTO to provide clarity of any intentions that may exist to acquire / upload existing 
portions of County or municipal infrastructure during construction or on a permanent 
basis post project implementation. 



13. Consideration and evaluation of utilizing Wonderland Road as the preferred new 
Highway #3 corridor to connect to Highway #401. 



 
 
A copy of the staff report is attached. If you require any further information, please contact 
Peter Dutchak, Acting Director of Engineering Services at pdutchak@elgin.ca  
 
Yours truly, 
 
 
 
 
Jenna Fentie  
Manager of Administrative Services/Deputy Clerk  
jfentie@elgin.ca 
 
 
cc Peter Dutchak, Acting Director of Engineering Services 
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REPORT TO COUNTY COUNCIL 
 
FROM:   Peter Dutchak,  
  Acting Director, Engineering Services 
                       
DATE:   September 5, 2023 
 
SUBJECT:  Environmental Assessment – Highway 3  
and 4 Widening and Talbotville Bypass 



 
 
RECOMMENDATIONS:  



 
THAT the report titled “Environmental Assessment – Highway 3 and 4 Widening and 
Talbotville Bypass”, from the Acting Director, Engineering Services dated July 25, 2023 
be received and filed, and; 
 
THAT the interchange alternative preferences and other study design considerations 
identified in this report be forwarded to the Ministry of Transportation’s study design 
team and for inclusion in their Transportation Environmental Study Report (TESR). 
 
INTRODUCTION: 



 
The Ontario Ministry of Transportation (MTO) has retained Stantec Consulting Ltd. to 
complete the Preliminary Design, Detailed Design and Class Environmental Study 
(Class EA) for improvements to Highway 3 from Highway 4 to Centennial Avenue within 
the City of St. Thomas. 
 
This project proposes to implement significant improvements to this highway corridor 
that directly impacts County roads and surrounding communities.  A Study Design 
Report (SDR) has been presented at a Public Information Centre (PIC) on August 17th, 
2023 and is now available for public review and comment until September 15th. 
 
This report discusses the SDR and staff’s remarks regarding the preliminary design 
options for County Council’s consideration and input so that a formal submission can be 
provided to the MTO during the study’s public comment period.  
  
BACKGROUND AND DISCUSSION:  



 
The MTO has initiated a Class EA and SDR to identify a preferred plan that addresses 
current and future transportation needs on Highways 3 and 4.  The identified “Problem” 
and “Opportunities” statement as identified by the MTO is shown below: 
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The study is currently in the preliminary design stage with the goal of identifying a 
preferred plan that best addresses current and future needs.  The purpose of the Public 
Information Centre (PIC) is to gather input from the public, stakeholders and external 
agencies to develop a preferred plan that will be presented at a second PIC (tentatively 
scheduled for fall 2023).  
 
Following the second PIC, a Transportation Environmental Study Report (TESR) will be 
prepared.  The TESR will describe the project, document all input received and provide 
an overview of the alternatives considered during the study.  The TESR will be made 
available for public review for a 30-day period and this is anticipated to be completed in 
the spring of 2024. Following the TESR review period, the detailed design incorporating 
the preferred plan elements will commence. 
 
The complete PIC display package is included with this report and can be accessed 
through the project website at the following link: 
 
https://www.highway3elgin.ca/resources/pres_1308_Hwy3Elgin_PIC1_final.pdf 
 
County staff along with staff from the Township of Southwold and the Municipality of 
Central Elgin have reviewed the design alternatives and have unanimously agreed upon 
the following comments to be presented to the study design team. 
 
Ron McNeil / Wonderland Road Interchange 



• Alternative 3 preferred (image below). 



• Ford Road closure with cul-de-sac to prevent major arterial through traffic. 



• Direct connection to Wonderland Road. 



• Limited property acquisition. 



• Supports future servicing along Ford Road. 
 





https://www.highway3elgin.ca/resources/pres_1308_Hwy3Elgin_PIC1_final.pdf
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Wellington Road / Talbot Line Interchange 



• Alternative 2 preferred (image below). 



• Alignment of Wellington Road shifted to the west to allow existing intersection to 
be maintained with minor detour during construction. 



• Interchange ramp alignment does not encourage use of Water Tower Line. 



• Design must accommodate anticipated traffic signals at Wellington Road and 
McBain Line.  
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Other study design considerations: 



• Highway 3 divided highway cross section to consider median protection for driver 
safety. 



• Transportation design to support movement of large agricultural equipment. 



• Noise barriers be installed where shown to be beneficial for adjacent 
development. 



• Highway interchange illumination be incorporated. 



• All existing municipal infrastructure and services (i.e. watermains, drains) be 
replaced and to include casing sleeves to support future maintenance and 
upgrades. 



• Replacement of the Secondary Watermain across the proposed ROW. 



• Expanding traffic study area to include Clinton Line, Southminister Bourne and 
new Amazon property developments to accommodate anticipated peak 
demands. 



• MTO to consider additional access onto Wellington Road within their window of 
jurisdiction to serve existing and proposed developments. 



• MTO to provide clarification of any intentions that may exist to download existing 
portions of Provincial highways post project implementation. 



• MTO to provide clarity of any intentions that may exist to acquire / upload existing 
portions of County or municipal infrastructure during construction or on a 
permanent basis post project implementation. 
 



 
FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS: 



 
None anticipated. 
 
 
ALIGNMENT WITH STRATEGIC PRIORITIES:  
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Serving Elgin 
 



Growing Elgin Investing in Elgin 



☒ Ensuring alignment of 



current programs and 
services with community 
need. 
 



☐ Exploring different 



ways of addressing 
community need. 
 



☒ Engaging with our 



community and other 
stakeholders. 
 



☒ Planning for and 



facilitating commercial, 
industrial, residential, 
and agricultural growth. 
 



☒ Fostering a healthy 



environment. 
 



☒ Enhancing quality of 



place. 



☐ Ensuring we have the 



necessary tools, 
resources, and 
infrastructure to deliver 
programs and services 
now and in the future. 
 



☒ Delivering mandated 



programs and services 
efficiently and 
effectively. 
 
 



 
Additional Comments: None. 
 
LOCAL MUNICIPAL PARTNER IMPACT: 



 
Dependant upon preferred design solutions, construction staging/scheduling and 
implementation timeline. 
 
COMMUNICATION REQUIREMENTS: 



 
This report will be circulated to the LMPs directly affected by this study. 
 
CONCLUSION: 



 
The Ontario Ministry of Transportation (MTO) is undertaking the Preliminary Design, 
Detailed Design and Class Environmental Study (Class EA) for improvements to 
Highway 3 from Highway 4 to Centennial Avenue within the City of St. Thomas. 
 
This project proposes to implement significant improvements to this highway corridor 
that directly impacts County roads and surrounding communities.  A Study Design 
Report (SDR) has been presented at a Public Information Centre (PIC) on August 17th, 
2023 and is now available for public review and comment until September 15th. 
 
This report discusses recommended design alternatives and other study considerations 
to be presented to the MTO for consideration as part of their public consultation phase 
of the study.  The second PIC is tentatively scheduled for the fall of 2024 and is 
anticipated to showcase the preferred design solutions.   
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Following the second PIC, a Transportation Environmental Study Report (TESR) will be 
prepared and be made available for public review for a 30-day period and anticipated to 
be completed in the spring of 2024. Following the TESR review period, the detailed 
design incorporating the preferred plan elements will commence. 
 
 
 
 
All of which is Respectfully Submitted   Approved for Submission 
 
 
Peter Dutchak     Don Shropshire 
Acting Director, Engineering Services  Chief Administrative Officer/Clerk 
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September 14, 2023 


Kevin Welker, P.Eng. 
Consultant Project Manager 
Stantec Consulting Ltd. 
Tel: (519) 675-6652 


Deanna Pizycki, P.Eng. 
Senior Project Engineer 
Ministry of Transportation, Project Delivery West 
Tel: (519) 859-7492 


via email: comments@highway3elgin.ca 


Re: Highway 3 and 4 Widening and Talbotville Bypass 


Dear Mr. Welker and Ms. Pizycki, 


At its meeting on September 12, 2023 Elgin County Council considered a staff report 
discussing recommended design alternatives and other study considerations for submission 
to the Ministry of Transportation Ontario for the public consultation phase of the Preliminary 
Design, Detailed Design and Class Environmental Study (Class EA) for improvements to 
Highway 3 from Highway 4 to Centennial Avenue within the City of St. Thomas and passed 
the following resolution: 


“Moved by: Deputy Warden Jones 
Seconded by: Councillor Hentz 


RESOLVED THAT the report titled “Environmental Assessment – Highway 3 and 4 
Widening and Talbotville Bypass”, dated July 25, 2023 from the Acting Director of 
Engineering Services be received and filed; and 


THAT the interchange alternative preferences and other study design considerations 
identified in the report and by County Council regarding Wonderland Road at its September 
12, 2023 meeting be forwarded to the Ministry of Transportation’s study design team for 
inclusion in their Transportation Environmental Study Report (TESR). 


Motion Carried.” 


Elgin County Council and staff strongly urge the Ministry of Transportation Ontario (MTO) to 
consider the following comments as part of their Preliminary Design (see next page):



mailto:comments@highway3elgin.ca
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Supported alternatives and preliminary design comments: 
 


1. Ron McNeil Line / Wonderland Road Interchange – Alternative 3: Parclo A3 (Ford 
Road closed with cul-de-sac). 


2. Wellington Road Interchange – Alternative 2: Parclo A4 (Alignment Shifted to West), 
and design to include signalization of the intersection of Wellington Road and 
McBain Line. 


3. Highway #3 divided highway cross section to consider median protection for driver 
safety. 


4. Transportation design to support the movement of large agricultural equipment. 
5. Noise barriers be installed where shown to be beneficial for adjacent development. 
6. Highway interchange illumination be incorporated. 
7. All existing municipal infrastructure and services (i.e. watermains, drains) be 


replaced and to include casing sleeves to support future maintenance and upgrades. 
8. Replacement of the Secondary Watermain across the proposed ROW. 
9. Expanding the traffic study area to include Clinton Line, Southminister Bourne and 


the new Amazon property developments to accommodate anticipated peak 
demands. 


10. MTO to consider additional access onto Wellington Road within their window of   
jurisdiction to serve existing and proposed developments. 


11. MTO to provide clarification of any intentions that may exist to download existing 
portions of Provincial highways post project implementation. 


12. MTO to provide clarity of any intentions that may exist to acquire / upload existing 
portions of County or municipal infrastructure during construction or on a permanent 
basis post project implementation. 


13. Consideration and evaluation of utilizing Wonderland Road as the preferred new 
Highway #3 corridor to connect to Highway #401. 


 
 
A copy of the staff report is attached. If you require any further information, please contact 
Peter Dutchak, Acting Director of Engineering Services at pdutchak@elgin.ca  
 
Yours truly, 
 
 
 
 
Jenna Fentie  
Manager of Administrative Services/Deputy Clerk  
jfentie@elgin.ca 
 
 
cc Peter Dutchak, Acting Director of Engineering Services 



mailto:pdutchak@elgin.ca
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REPORT TO COUNTY COUNCIL 
 
FROM:   Peter Dutchak,  
  Acting Director, Engineering Services 
                       
DATE:   September 5, 2023 
 
SUBJECT:  Environmental Assessment – Highway 3  
and 4 Widening and Talbotville Bypass 


 
 
RECOMMENDATIONS:  


 
THAT the report titled “Environmental Assessment – Highway 3 and 4 Widening and 
Talbotville Bypass”, from the Acting Director, Engineering Services dated July 25, 2023 
be received and filed, and; 
 
THAT the interchange alternative preferences and other study design considerations 
identified in this report be forwarded to the Ministry of Transportation’s study design 
team and for inclusion in their Transportation Environmental Study Report (TESR). 
 
INTRODUCTION: 


 
The Ontario Ministry of Transportation (MTO) has retained Stantec Consulting Ltd. to 
complete the Preliminary Design, Detailed Design and Class Environmental Study 
(Class EA) for improvements to Highway 3 from Highway 4 to Centennial Avenue within 
the City of St. Thomas. 
 
This project proposes to implement significant improvements to this highway corridor 
that directly impacts County roads and surrounding communities.  A Study Design 
Report (SDR) has been presented at a Public Information Centre (PIC) on August 17th, 
2023 and is now available for public review and comment until September 15th. 
 
This report discusses the SDR and staff’s remarks regarding the preliminary design 
options for County Council’s consideration and input so that a formal submission can be 
provided to the MTO during the study’s public comment period.  
  
BACKGROUND AND DISCUSSION:  


 
The MTO has initiated a Class EA and SDR to identify a preferred plan that addresses 
current and future transportation needs on Highways 3 and 4.  The identified “Problem” 
and “Opportunities” statement as identified by the MTO is shown below: 
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The study is currently in the preliminary design stage with the goal of identifying a 
preferred plan that best addresses current and future needs.  The purpose of the Public 
Information Centre (PIC) is to gather input from the public, stakeholders and external 
agencies to develop a preferred plan that will be presented at a second PIC (tentatively 
scheduled for fall 2023).  
 
Following the second PIC, a Transportation Environmental Study Report (TESR) will be 
prepared.  The TESR will describe the project, document all input received and provide 
an overview of the alternatives considered during the study.  The TESR will be made 
available for public review for a 30-day period and this is anticipated to be completed in 
the spring of 2024. Following the TESR review period, the detailed design incorporating 
the preferred plan elements will commence. 
 
The complete PIC display package is included with this report and can be accessed 
through the project website at the following link: 
 
https://www.highway3elgin.ca/resources/pres_1308_Hwy3Elgin_PIC1_final.pdf 
 
County staff along with staff from the Township of Southwold and the Municipality of 
Central Elgin have reviewed the design alternatives and have unanimously agreed upon 
the following comments to be presented to the study design team. 
 
Ron McNeil / Wonderland Road Interchange 


• Alternative 3 preferred (image below). 


• Ford Road closure with cul-de-sac to prevent major arterial through traffic. 


• Direct connection to Wonderland Road. 


• Limited property acquisition. 


• Supports future servicing along Ford Road. 
 



https://www.highway3elgin.ca/resources/pres_1308_Hwy3Elgin_PIC1_final.pdf
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Wellington Road / Talbot Line Interchange 


• Alternative 2 preferred (image below). 


• Alignment of Wellington Road shifted to the west to allow existing intersection to 
be maintained with minor detour during construction. 


• Interchange ramp alignment does not encourage use of Water Tower Line. 


• Design must accommodate anticipated traffic signals at Wellington Road and 
McBain Line.  
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Other study design considerations: 


• Highway 3 divided highway cross section to consider median protection for driver 
safety. 


• Transportation design to support movement of large agricultural equipment. 


• Noise barriers be installed where shown to be beneficial for adjacent 
development. 


• Highway interchange illumination be incorporated. 


• All existing municipal infrastructure and services (i.e. watermains, drains) be 
replaced and to include casing sleeves to support future maintenance and 
upgrades. 


• Replacement of the Secondary Watermain across the proposed ROW. 


• Expanding traffic study area to include Clinton Line, Southminister Bourne and 
new Amazon property developments to accommodate anticipated peak 
demands. 


• MTO to consider additional access onto Wellington Road within their window of 
jurisdiction to serve existing and proposed developments. 


• MTO to provide clarification of any intentions that may exist to download existing 
portions of Provincial highways post project implementation. 


• MTO to provide clarity of any intentions that may exist to acquire / upload existing 
portions of County or municipal infrastructure during construction or on a 
permanent basis post project implementation. 
 


 
FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS: 


 
None anticipated. 
 
 
ALIGNMENT WITH STRATEGIC PRIORITIES:  
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Serving Elgin 
 


Growing Elgin Investing in Elgin 


☒ Ensuring alignment of 


current programs and 
services with community 
need. 
 


☐ Exploring different 


ways of addressing 
community need. 
 


☒ Engaging with our 


community and other 
stakeholders. 
 


☒ Planning for and 


facilitating commercial, 
industrial, residential, 
and agricultural growth. 
 


☒ Fostering a healthy 


environment. 
 


☒ Enhancing quality of 


place. 


☐ Ensuring we have the 


necessary tools, 
resources, and 
infrastructure to deliver 
programs and services 
now and in the future. 
 


☒ Delivering mandated 


programs and services 
efficiently and 
effectively. 
 
 


 
Additional Comments: None. 
 
LOCAL MUNICIPAL PARTNER IMPACT: 


 
Dependant upon preferred design solutions, construction staging/scheduling and 
implementation timeline. 
 
COMMUNICATION REQUIREMENTS: 


 
This report will be circulated to the LMPs directly affected by this study. 
 
CONCLUSION: 


 
The Ontario Ministry of Transportation (MTO) is undertaking the Preliminary Design, 
Detailed Design and Class Environmental Study (Class EA) for improvements to 
Highway 3 from Highway 4 to Centennial Avenue within the City of St. Thomas. 
 
This project proposes to implement significant improvements to this highway corridor 
that directly impacts County roads and surrounding communities.  A Study Design 
Report (SDR) has been presented at a Public Information Centre (PIC) on August 17th, 
2023 and is now available for public review and comment until September 15th. 
 
This report discusses recommended design alternatives and other study considerations 
to be presented to the MTO for consideration as part of their public consultation phase 
of the study.  The second PIC is tentatively scheduled for the fall of 2024 and is 
anticipated to showcase the preferred design solutions.   
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Following the second PIC, a Transportation Environmental Study Report (TESR) will be 
prepared and be made available for public review for a 30-day period and anticipated to 
be completed in the spring of 2024. Following the TESR review period, the detailed 
design incorporating the preferred plan elements will commence. 
 
 
 
 
All of which is Respectfully Submitted   Approved for Submission 
 
 
Peter Dutchak     Don Shropshire 
Acting Director, Engineering Services  Chief Administrative Officer/Clerk 
 
 











London, ON N6K 0J5
 

 
 

The content of this email is the confidential property of Stantec and should not be copied, modified, retransmitted, or used for any purpose except with Stantec's written
authorization. If you are not the intended recipient, please delete all copies and notify us immediately.

 

http://www.stantec.com/

